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ALEXANDER GRAHAM BELL (1847-1922)

U.S. inventor and physicist, inventor of the telephone,

was  born  in  Edinburgh,  Scotland,  on  March  3,  1847.  He

was educated at Edinburgh University and the University

of London, and` because of illhealth, moved with his father

to  Canada in  1870.  In  1872 he opened a School in Boston

for training teachers  of the deaf and also  gave instruction

in the mechanics of speech.  The following' year he became

professor of vocal physiology jn Boston University. In 1876

he exhibited ap apparatus embodying the results of his stu-

dies  in  the -transmission  of  sound  by  electricity,  and  this

invent`ion, with improvements and modifications, constitu-

tes the modem telephone. He was also the inventor of the

photophone, an instrument for transmitting sound by vibra-

tion  in  a  beam of light,  and  of  photographic  apparatus.

Later,  he interested himself in  the problem of mechanical

flight.  He  gave  numerous  addresses  and  published  many

s6ieLtificmonographs.BellwasthefounderoftheAmerican

Association to Promote the Teaching of Speech to the Deaf,

and of the Volta Bureau for the increase in knowledge relat-

ing to the deaf. He was for a time President of the National

Geographic  Society  and  was  appointed  a  regent  of  the

Smithonian Institution in 1898. He di;d on August 2,1922,

at  his summer home near Baddeck, Nova Scotia.
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