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5oth  ANNIVERSARY   OF   INTERPOL
In 1914, at the invitation of Prince Albert I, several countries'

Police Officers, along with magistrates and lawyers, met in Monaco
to lay the foundations for international police cooperation : the
meeting was the  lst International Criminal Police Congress.

In 1923, the 2nd International Criminal Police Congress met
in Vienna and Johann Schober,  President of the Vienna Police,
revived the ideas which had inspired the  Monaco meeting nine
years  earlier.  Delegates  approved  plans  for  the  creation  of an"International Criminal Police Commission", with headquarters
in  Vienna.  It  worked  satisfactorily  until  the  eve  of the  Second
World  War  with  its  activities  essentially  restricted  to  Europe.

In  1946,  Mr.  F.E.  Louwage,  then  Inspector-General  of the
Belgian  Police,  invited  former  members  of the  I.C.P.C.;  a  five
member Executive Committee was insituted  and the post  of an

elected  Secretary  General  created.  The  headquarter  moved  to
Pariswithnineteenmembercountriesfromeverypartoftheworld.
In 1956 a meeting was conducted in Vienna. A General Assembly
of the fifty-five member countries'  delegates decided to adopt a
new constitution which would   give the Organization a veritable
"Charter" comparable to the instruments governing other major
international  organizations.

The  International  Criminal  Police  Organization,  of which
Ethiopia became a  member  14  years  back,  came  into  being to
enable countries to work together against the rising number of
criminals who seek to exploit the existence of frontiers ; to promote



permanent official contacts among police forces throughout the
world and to exchange ideas and methods.

The purpose of I.C.P.O. - Intexpol is to ensure and promote
the widest possible assistance between all criminal Police autho-
rities within the limits of the laws existing in the different countries
and in the spirit of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights;
and to establish and develop all institutions likely to contribute
effectively  to  the  prevention    and  suppression  of ordinary  law
crimes.

Essentially,  then,  the  purpose  of the  I.C.P.O.  is  to  enable
police forces in different countries to coordinate their work effe-
ctivelyinthedoubleaimoflawenforcementandcrimeprevention.

However, the Organization is strictly forbidden to undertake
any intervention or activity in connection with cases which have a
political, military, religious or racial character.
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:   40c, 50cand60c
:  26X42mm  (including  perforation)
:   loo,000 of each denomination
:  Ato Bogale Belachew
:  Thomas de La Rue & Co. Ltd., London
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:  Photoengraving

First Day Covers are available at Addis Ababa, Arba Minch,
Asmara, Assab, Assela, Awassa, Axum, Bahr Dan, Debre Berhan,
Debre Marcos, Debre Zeit, Dessie, Dire Dawa, Gambella, Gondar



Gore, Harrar, Jijiga, Jimma, Lckempt, Mekele, Massawa, Nazaret
and Wollamo Sodo Post Offices, only on the day of issue.

Orders  for  stamps  and  F.D.Cs  (in  advance  payment),  to
the  Post  Office  Department,  Philatelic  Section,  Post  Box  1112,
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, or to Philatelic  Agencies  of the Imperial

EthiopianGovemment,I+esEditionsRodanCh.deWaterlooStwg.
868/870,  1180 Bruss ssels, for Europe, British Isles and the Com-
monwealth or Stamp Values, 300 Central Park West, New York,
N.Y.,  U.S.A.  for  North, Central and South America.
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